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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: OVIP (KISSINGER, HENRY A.), OGEN 

SUBJECT: SAFIRE ARTICLE 

FOR THE SECRETARY FROM EAGLEBURGER 

1. FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF TOTALLY VICIOUS SAFIRE PIECE THAT 
APPEARED IN THE NEW YORK TIMES TODAY. IT IS WELL POISONING 
OF THE FIRST ORDER; MY BASIC CONCERN IS THAT HE HAS EITHER 
TALKED TO SOME NIXON PEOPLE OR IS AIMING AT FIRING THE 
PARANOIA IN THAT CAMP. I WILL PURSUE THE SUBJECT GENTLY 
WITH RON EITHER TODAY OR TOMORROW. 

2. BEGIN TEXT: AT A BANQUET IN A FOREIGN COUNTRY, THE 
AMERICAN SECRETARY OF STATE- JUST MAKING CONVERSATION WITH 
SOME PEOPLE HE DID NOT KNOW-CHATTED ABOUT THE PREMIER OF 
CHINA, TO WHOSE COUNTRY HE WAS ABOUT TO PAY A VISIT. 

HE'S VERY ILL, THE SECRETARY OF STATE CONFIDED TO HIS 
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CANADIAN LISTENERS, HOLDING CENTER STAGE WITH HIS INSIDE 
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TIDBITS, "I THINK HE’S DYING." 

IN ONE OF FATE'S EXQUISITE IRONIES— THE BUGGER BUGGED-A 
SPEAKERS' MICROPHONE HAD BEEN LEFT OPEN AT THE TABLE, AND 
ALL THE KISSINGER TABLE TALK WAS BROADCAST TO A PRESS ROOM. 

NOT SINCE "UNCLE DON," THE KIDDIES' RADIO HERO OF THE 
THIRTIES, SAID "THAT SHOULD HOLD THE LITTLE BASTARDS" INTO 
A SUPPOSEDLY DEAD MIKE-AND THEREUPON DISAPPEARED FROM THE 
AIRWAVES-HAS THERE BEEN A SIMILAR EPISODE. 

WHEN UNCLE HENRY'S OPEN-MIKE SURGERY WAS REPORTED, THE 
SECRETARY EXPRESSED DISMAY AT THE INVASION OF HIS PRIVACY, 
AND THE PRESS DUTIFULLY BEGAN A SOUL-SEARCHING ABOUT 
WHETHER IT WAS ETHICAL TO WRITE ABOUT ALL THAT HAD BEEN SO 
WIDELY OVERHEARD. NOBODY POINTED TO THE EMPEROR'S NAKED- 
NESS: THAT IT WAS UNFORGIVABLY INDISCREET FOR A DIPLOMAT 
TO BE MAKING THAT KIND OF CONVERSATION, ESPECIALLY OUTSIDE 
THE COUNTRY. 

THE ATTENTION CENTERED ON DR. KISSINGER'S ESTIMATION OF HIS 
FORMER LEADER AS "UNPLEASANT" AND "ARTIFICIAL," HARDLY AN 
ORIGINAL INSIGHT, BUT FASCINATING TO FOREIGN NATIONS WHO 
ARE NOT ACCUSTOMED TO HEARING AMERICAN SECRETARIES OF 
STATE RUNNING DOWN PAST PRESIDENTS OR COMMENTING ON THE 
RELATIVE SEXINESS OF PREVIOUS FIRST LADIES AT A DINNER. 

BEING A CYNOSURE IS FUN, AND THERE IS PLEASURE IN PUTTING 
DOWN THE MAN WHO PUT YOU UP, ESPECIALLY WHEN YOU USED TO BE 
HIS MOST FAWNING AND OBSEQUIOUS COURTIER. BUT LAST WEEK'S 

PUBLIC EXPOSURE OF THE PRIVATE TABLE TALK LIFTS THE LID ON 
THE CURRENT STATE OF THE NIXON-KISSINGER POLITICAL RELATION- 
SHIP, WHICH HAS BEEN DETERIORATING THIS YEAR. 

THEY NEVER TRUSTED EACH OTHER, AND BOTH WERE RIGHT: WITHOUT 
TELLING THE PRESIDENT, A KISSINGER SECRETARY ON A "DEAD 
KEY" EAVESDROPPED ON EVERY CONVERSATION WITH NIXON; WITH- 
OUT TELLING KISSINGER, NIXON TAPED EVERYTHING. A FORMER 
TOP WHITE HOUSE OFFICIAL RECALLED JUST THE OTHER DAY, 
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"HENRY WAS THE MAIN REASON WHY NIXON INSTALLED THE TAPING 
SYSTEM IN THE FIRST PLACE." 

AFTER THE FALL, WHEN MR. EX BECAME CERTAIN THAT FOREIGN 
POLICY WAS HIS HISTORIC SALVATION AND LEGACY, AND WAS 
HUNGRY FOR HENRY’S CURRENT BRIEFINGS, THE WORD WAS PASSED 
TO LAY OFF THE CRITICISM, AND INDEED TO "GIVE HENRY A PAT 
ON THE BACK WHENEVER YOU FEEL YOU CAN." 
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BUT AT THE VLADIVOSTOK SUMMIT, DR. KISSINGER SOUGHT TO 
TOUT MR. FORD AT MR. NIXON'S EXPENSE ("HE WOULD NEVER LOOK 
BREZHNEV IN THE EYE"). IN A FEW MONTHS, WORD OF KISSINGER'S 
WAY OF INGRATIATING HIMSELF WITH DINNER PARTNERS BY DEN- 
IGRATING HIS OLD BOSS DRIFTED OUT TO SAN CLEMENTE, AND 
MR. NIXON'S DOGGED SUPPORT BEGAN TO FRAY. 

NOT LONG AGO, AS THE SECRETARY OF STATE BASKED IN THE ADORA- 
TION OF SHUTTLE DIPLOMACY IN THE MIDEAST, MR. FORD RECEIVED 
A MESSAGE FROM MR. NIXON WARNING THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
DANGER OF KISSINGER HUBRIS, AND THE NEED TO CUT HIM DOWN 
TO MERE SUPERSTAR SIZE. 

AND EVEN AFTER HENRY CALLED WITH "PROFUSE APOLIGIES" AFTER 
LAST WEEK'S DINNERTABLE REVELATIONS, MR. NIXON'S FRIENDS 
LET IT BE KNOWN THAT HIS ATTORNEYS WOULD EXAMINE WITH CARE 
THE KISSINGER REPLIES TO 72 QUESTIONS ON WIRETAPPING SUB- 
MITTED BY LAWYERS FOR THE EGREGIOUSLY TAPPED MORTON 
HALPERIN. IF DR. K TRIES TO PASS THE BUCK ON EVERYTHING 
TO MR. EX, HE MIGHT FIND HIMSELF WITHOUT CORROBORATION. 

CURIOUSLY, THAT WIRETAPPING LAWSUIT IS A FINANCIAL INCENTIVE 
FOR DR. KISSINGER TO CLING TO HIS GOVERNMENT JOB. HIS LONG- 
TIME PERSONAL LAWYER IN NEW YORK, CARLYLE MAW HAS BEEN ON 
THE PUBLIC PAYROLL WITH CAR AND DRIVER AS "UNDERSECRETARY 
OF STATE FOR SECURITY ASSISTANCE," BUT THE PRIMARY 
SECURITY HE ASSISTS IS HENRY'S; TOGETHER WITH THE JUSTICE 
DEPARTMENT LAWYERS ASSIGNED TO DEFEND HIM, THE LEGAL 
COSTS RUN WELL INTO SIX FIGURES YEARLY, WHICH THE SECRETARY 
PREFERS TO HAVE THE TAXPAYER PICK UP. 

THIS WEEK, AT THE BANQUET TABLE IN PEKING, AMERICA'S 
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REPRESENTATIVE WILL HAVE ONLY PLEASANT, NON-ARTIFICIAL 
RECOLLECTIONS OF MR. NIXON, BECAUSE THAT IS WHAT THOSE 
HOSTS LIKE TO HEAR. BUT LAST WEEK'S INDISCRETION ABOUT 
CHOU EN-LAI-THAT CALLOUS "I THINK HE’S DYING" WAS SURELY 
HEARD HALF A WORLD AWAY —RAISES A NEW QUESTION ABOUT 
SECRETARY KISSINGER'S STEWARDSHIP. 

FOR THE REMARK WAS NEITHER VENAL NOR AMORAL, TRAITS WHICH 
THE KIS SYCHOPHANTS CLAIM ARE OFFSET BY HIS BRILLIANCE AND 
METICULOUS CARE. TO SAY ANYTHING LIKE THAT, JUST TO SHOW 
OFF TO SOME DINNER PARTNERS, IS BOTH STUPID AND CARELESS. 

AND WHOM THE GODS WOULD DESTROY, THEY FIRST MAKE CARELESS. 
END TEXT INGERSOLL 
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